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| had the opportunity to visit Armeniain November, 2003, for
about twelve days. The fall weather in Yerevan was crisp but
mostly sunny, the surrounding mountainswere covered with the
first snow of the year. Downtown Yerevan had improved, with
newly paved roads, and working traffic lightsfor pedestrian
crossings, but beware, cars still have priority over pedestrians. |
enjoyed the"Vernissage," the famous Yerevan antiquesflea
market, on Saturdays and Sundays. It is Situated by the
Hanrabedutyun Metro station, and one can find just about
anything. Thereisalarge areaallocated to rugs, textiles and
needlepoints.

Mr. Bogosyan at the Sardarabad Museum.

One of my main purposes was to visit three museums: the

History Museum on the main square, wherethey maintain a Zaven Sargsyan, the director of the Sergei Pargjanov
permanent collection of antique Armenian rugs, the Museum, kindly accompanied meto deliver the goods. Our
"Joghovrtayin" Folk Arts Museum not too far from downtown; first visit was to the History Museum, where we met the
and the Sardarabad Museum, 40 kilometers from Yerevan, vice president Garen Khatchadouryan, a dedicated and hard
wherethey house over 3,500 rugsand 1,500 kilims. working man; he was busy completing one of the new
wingsof the museum housing newly discovered
Asmany of you recall, the organizing committeefor the archeological treasures from Northern Armenia. Our next
PASSAGESexhibit in San Francisco (July and August of 2002)  Visit wasto Sardarabad on abeautiful Sunday morning; on
had decided to allocate a theway | learned from Zaven that on average, Armenia
| percentage from the has 300 sunny days a year. Once in Sardarabad, we met
catalogue sales to the the director of the museum, Mr. Hratch Mardirosyan, and

| above-mentioned museums the head of the rug department, Mr. Ashkhounch
to help them maintain their Bogosyan. They served us coffee, fresh fruit and cognac to

rug collections. Thistime toast. Our conversation revolved around three topics:.
around, on behalf of the
ARS, the help wasto be 1. Why not have atextile museum in downtown Yerevan?

$500 for each museum and It could beapopular destination for many visitors.

acommercia grade

vacuum cleaner. | 2. Thepossibility of organizing an exhibitin Yerevanwith

purchased two because the  theparticipation of the ARS and thelocal authorities.

History Museum was well-

equipped and did not need 3. How can the ARS help them in the preservation and

one. maintenance of the rugsin terms of cleaning shampoos and
mothproofing products?

Hratch Mardirosyan, Zavan Sargsyan and .
a Sardarabad Museum staff member. continued on page three



Since our last newdetter, we have been working to transfer
the ARS archives from Jim Keshishian's shop in Chevy
Chase, Maryland, to our new headquarters on the west
coast. Some boxes have arrived aready and more will
come. Oncewereceive everything, we will go through it
and file what is pertinent for future reference. We thank
Jm'sson Mark for his cooperation.

We have just learned that ALMA (the Armenian Library
and Museum of America) was the recipient of over eighty
rare and val uable books on oriental rugs. The books were
collected by the late Herbet Offen and were donated by his
nephew, Scott Offen. The ARS thanks Mr. Offen for his
donation, and we congratulate ALMA on being the
recipient of such awonderful gift. ALMA now has both a
finecollection of oriental rug booksand an outstanding
collection of Armenian inscribed rugs. We encourage our
membersto visit ALMA in Watertown, Massachusetts.

Haig and Nichole Klujian were married on January 2, 2004,
in Naples, Florida. Araxi and | were able to attend. The
ceremony was performed at a beautiful Greek Church, and
at the dtar, the newlywed couple stood on an old Kazak
rug—the same Kazak rug on which Haig's parents were
married some thirty years ago. Perhapsin thirty more years
Haig and Nicholewill seetheir children married standing on
that same Kazak rug. We congratul ate them and wish them
the best.

Our thanksto Jonathan Varjabedian for his generous donation to
the ARS. Jonathan, we appreciate your thoughtful ness and
generosity. Without peopl e like you wewould not be ableto
accomplishour goals.

One of our members, Stephan G. Isberian, was recently the
speaker at the Fine Arts Club of Kansas. The topic of his speech
was"The Art of Rug Appreciation.” The Isberian family oriental
rug business dates back to 1898 in Chicago. It has been afamily
business for four generations. Stephan and Heather's two
daughters are aso very involved in the business. We thank the

| sberian family for promoting and selling PASSAGES catal ogues.

Aswe were planning the PASSAGES exhibition and symposium,
committee members pledged to help thefolk art museumsin
Armeniawith some of the proceeds from the exhibition. Our
hope was to assist them in preserving their Armenian rug
collections. We are happy to announce that Levon Der
Bedrossian, co-chairman of the planning committee, wasthefirst
to deliver to Armeniapart of our pledge. We decided to donate
vacuum cleaners and make a small donation to threefolk art
museumsin Yerevan. We thank Levon for taking on that
responsibility. Levon hasbeen anintegral part of the ARSIn
helping to preserve our nationa heritage and culturein Armenia
and the diaspora.

Don't forget, we still have PASSAGES catal ogues for sale. If you
would liketo donate abook to alibrary, museum, book club, etc.,
please contact us and we will send your gift to the recipient.

Also, please renew your membership if you have not done so.
Wewill soon be sending membership cardsto al paid-up
members. Let us know if your address has changed.

—Joseph Bezdjian

Mimi Hurst, Heather Isberian, Dr. Clyde Glover, Stephan Isberian, Dr. Jan Sullivan.



continued from page one

| must say the staff at Sardarabad was delighted to have the
new vacuum cleaner--within minutes two ladies were aready
vacuuming arug in the hallway. Before leaving, Mr. Bogosyan
handed me acopy of his manuscript written in Armenian about
the classification of Armenian rugs by their motifsand regions.
He also took me on a brief tour of the basement where they
stored therugs; it waswell-organized and well-maintained in a
thick air of naphthalene.

Thefollowing day, wevisited the" Joghovrtayin" Folk Art
Museum. We had awarm and frank discussion with Mr. Saro
Saroukhanyan, the director of the museum. Once again, the
staff was happy to receive the vacuum cleaner, and they were
grateful for the help and attention the ARS provided.

Armen Sahakyan with his
collection of Vortan Karmir
insects at the Madenataran.

Oneof the highlights of my visit was ameeting with professor
Garlen Avetissyan, awarmindividua, an accomplished painter,
professor of architecture at the state university for over ten
years, and presently alecturer on the esoteric symbolism of
rugs. Hisinterpretation is based on the Myth of the Creation: In
seven days God created a harmonious structure out of the
prevailing chaos of the universe, and according to Mr.
Avetissyan, therug, withitssymbols, colorsand composition, is
ametaphor for the creation process— a fascinating and fresh
interpretation. He wasin thefina editing stages of his newly
written manuscript, so we agreed to have it trandated into
Englishuponitscompletion.

As| stated during the PASSAGES exhibit, the true owners of
the rugs are the weavers themselves, and we have the privilege
and the respongbility to be the caretakers of these precious
woven legacies. In the end, the real value of our encounter was
establishing amutually beneficia partnership betweenthe ARS
and the personnel of the museums. Our modest contribution
served as ameans to create this relationship, and | hope we
maintain and nurtureit for along timeto come.

—Levon DerBedrossian

Staff members of the "Joghovrtayin" Folk Art Museum
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If you have undocumented Armenian textiles, let the
ARS know; we would like to include them in our rapidly
expanding databank, maintained by Loretta Boxdorfer.

Garlen Avetissyan and Hagop Alimian



